[Disseminated tuberculosis with cutaneous manifestations in AIDS patients. Presentation of 4 cases].
Acute cutaneous miliary tuberculosis is a rare form of Mycobacterium tuberculosis infection which has been described in only 25 published cases in the last 15 years. The appearance of serious disseminated forms of tuberculosis is enhanced by the severe immunodeficiency which characterizes AIDS. Four cases are described of disseminated tuberculosis with cutaneous localization clinically described as the acute miliary form. Patients had AIDS and CD4 lymphocyte levels of < 100 cells/mm3. Diagnosis was established in all cases by scraping of cutaneous lesions and direct examination with Ziehl-Neelsen coloration. The 4 patients presented signs and symptoms of disseminated tuberculosis with cutaneous manifestations, without a definite pattern and with localization predominantly on the thorax. Three had BAAR-positive sputum. Multiresistant strains of Mycobacterium tuberculosis were confirmed by antibiogram. One patient infected by a strain sensitive to first-line drugs responded favorably to conventional treatment for disseminated tuberculosis. In the remaining three with multiresistant strains, the evolution of the disease was rapid and unfavorable. Abrupt appearance of cutaneous lesions in a patient with disseminated tuberculosis and advanced HIV-disease should raise the suspicion of its etiology. Scraping and direct examination using Ziehl-Neelsen coloration is practical, economical and non-invasive diagnostic method.